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Whether acculturation is good or bad depends on the nature of
the culture-complex and the use made* of it. Tea, silks, paper and
printing, decimals and mathematics, automobiles, machines and
good roads are as agreeable to all of the West or the East. On the
other hand, industrial slums, poverty, gangsterism, lynching, war,
inquisition, persecution, exploitation by other groups are as equally
objectionable to all in the East and the West.

What any individuals of the East or the West accept can be known
only after the event, when it has become history; there is no organic
law of the cultural evolution of the East or the West which could
foretell their behaviour.

Civilization grows by the accumulation of culture-traits and
complexes. Every new trait has to be invented at least once. It then
diffuses. And genius is basic to invention. Genius is a biological
accident; it is individualistic; it is not a group character. A genius
is very often indebted to the discoveries made by his predecessors
in his particular line; each invention is the crown of a series of
inventions made earlier, but no invention is the work of a number
of individuals of a race, a language, a nationality, etc. The creator
of a particular invention may be a White man, but the invention has
no racial correlation either in its creation or diffusion. Everybody
other than the creator has to acquire it by imitation. And diffusion
is not limited by race.

Most people of every racial or other group acquire their culture
by imitation of the inventionsof the creators, past and contemporary.
The few create; the many imitate. While genius of varying order
is required to create new traits, the same order of genius is not
needed to imitate and copy them. No race, as a racial unit, is so
lacking in intelligence as to be unable to copy what a genius of
another race invented. The creative geniuses are always a small
minority, even if they all were White. The creations of the White
geniuses are equally available to both the Whites and non-Whites
to imitate and copy. Marconi gives the radio to the world, East and
West; it is not Italy or the West that gave it to England or the East
Some Chinaman invented paper and gave it to all whom it may con-
cern; it was not China or the East that gave It to Japan or the West